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NEW YORK CITY TO GO FORWARD ONCE MORE
SITIMULATED BY GREAT NEW TRANSIT SYSTEM

l'ortunes Greater Than Those Created!
by the Present Subway Expected to

Result From the Demand for Prop-

erty Along the 324 Miles of New Lines

By EDWARD E, MeCALL,
thairman of the PPublic Service
Comminslion,

As fur as 1 can judge the real estate
antlouk for the year 1914 is more promising
than it has been for many years. This
I say in view of the tremendous transit
improvements which the city of New
York is now making and the eflect of
which should be felt during the year 1911
I'he construction of subways and ele-
vated railrouds invariably has brought
about a large increase in the vulue of
real property, especially in  territory
previously deficient in trausportation
tacilities. The dual system of rapid |
transit we expect to see in complete
operution by January 1. 1917 The inter-
vening three vears, therefore, should
bring about the development of many
hitherto neglected sections of the city.
us well as increased values in sections |
dlready built up, If we could see to-day |
the figures which will appear on the as-
sesament books four years hence | am
sure they would startle even the mosi
optimistic of real estile operators

We know what a stimntlus the existing
subway proved to valuations in Man-
hattan and The Bronx, and we have every
reason to believe that history will repeat
itsglf when the new lines now under
construction ure completed and placed
i operation,  The existing subway all
tald has only abont seventv-tive miles
of single track.  The new conetruction
alone of the dual system will add 324 |
miles of single track to the existing lines |
Ihat system will embrace the existing |
siubway, the existing elevated lines inl
Manhattan and The Bronx and the ex- |
isting elevated railroads in Hlm-kl,\n"
with a totul of 2 miles of =ingle truck ‘
With the 324 miles of new construction the |
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whole svstem will have @ trackage of 620
miles, which will be divided for operation
between the luterborough Ranid Transit
company and the New York Municipal
Rallway Corporation

Before this system can be placed in
operation the city of New York and the |
1wo operating companies will have ex- |
pended more than S0 00w for
struetion and equipment Eveun in the
tnanecial capital of the richest nation of
toe world, where transactions involving ‘

«on-

millions are of commmon vecurrence, this
i= o stupendous total for disbursement
within four short years It i= more than
one-third of the national debt, and it is
about the cost of the Panama Caunal
Such an amount of money invested in a
public improvement anywhers in the!
world must be followed by great henefits |
ty the surrounding property
When the existing subway was built
s two branches in The Bronx, viz , the
broadway division and the Lenox avenue
division, projected largely into unde-
veloped territory. A study of the real
vstate values of vacant lots in this terri-
tory for the year 1000, four yvears prior |
to the opening of the subway, shows the |
nerease in valuations brought about by
the operation of the subway Comparison
of these values with the assessed valua- |
tions in 1807, & little more than two yvears
aiter the subway began operation, shows |
an astounding increase o the territory |
opened up by the Broadway branch'!
valuations between 1750 street and
spuvten Duyvil from 1e0 1o 1907 increased
whont $88, 300,000, T'he normal increase of
he previois sevel Vedrs wis !'Plll'llil“‘!l i
Al $20.100,000, which, subtrasted from the
907 valuations, shows the increase due -
ta the building of the subway to have
wenl about $18 200 (K This was an in-
cre@me of 104 per cent i seven Vears, |
Property developed by the Lenox avenus
tranch made a siilar showing. The
aggregate increase for the seven vears in
district from the Harlem Hiver to
Front Park (vacant lois) was about
$1,%00,000.  As the normal increase lur;
The previous seven Vedrs wis P.-tlllmlll"lii
al $14.500,000, this showed an increase of |
311,500,000 apparently due to the building
of the subway. 1 see no reason why a
~imilar increase in values should not |
follow the opening up of the dual system |
n undeveloped or partially developed !
Bt IONE. {‘
| am glad to be able to state that con-
=triction work on the dual systemn is pro-
gressingrapidly. ‘There is now under con-
siruction nearly $80,000,000 worth of work
anil before the new year is two months
old this total will be increased to more |
than $100,000.000. This means that more |
than half of the work which the Uity of |
Sew York is to pay for in the new system
» already under contract. ‘This work is |
heing done by eighteen different con- |
tractors who employ all told a daily force |
! whout 7,000 men. For the year 1913 up*
tuthe 15th of December the Cily of New
vork had paid these contractors u total of
nearly $15,000,000, #o that the new work |
- already putting into circulation more
Tau §1.000,000 of new money every month
Ihe average expenditure for 1914 will be
v #n larger, so that the construction of
iix great work is already proving an im-
portaut factor in the employment of labor
amnd the promotion of the general pros-
jerity
While the dual systemn will extend rapid
transit facilities to many undeveloped
sections, it will also relieve present con-
stion in most of the developed portions
o the city. Even streets in the old city
v Now York, away down in the financial
di=trict of Manhattan, will be tunnelled
' muke space for the tracks which will
tadiate under rivers and over miles of
land to the remotest districts of Brooklyn,
tieens and The Bronx. The system will
have two grand divisions, one to be oper-
wieid by the Interborough Rapid Transit
tumpany and the other by the New York
Municipal Railway Corporation. In the
nterhorongh territory  important addi-
s will be made to the subway and ele-
ded linew it now operates.  he sub-
“ay runs from Flatlush and Atluntic
bvenues in Brooklyn under the East River

to Manhattan and up the Fast Side of
Manhattan Island to Forty-second street

"ll‘uﬂ‘h Mott, River and Jerome avenues
to Woodlawn road and the vasterly branch
through Southern Boulevard and West-
chester avenue to Petham Bay Park  Each
of these brauches will be a thres track
road

On the West Side, beginning at Times
Square, there will be an extension down
Seventh avenue, Varick West
Broadwavy and Greenwich street to the

sl

Battery, This also will be a four track

at the Grand Central Station, where it | ine from Times Square 1o Park plac

turns westward and runs through Forty-
second street to Broadway at ‘lTimes
Square, and thence continues up Broad-
way to Ninety-sixth, where it divides into
two branches, the westerly branch con-
tinuing up Broadway and across the Har-
lem River to Van Cortlandt Park or
242d etreet and the easterly branch run-
ping out Lenox avenue and other streets
to Bronz Park or 180th street. The line
from Brook!yn Bridge to Ninety-sixth
street is a four track road upon which
both expressand local trains are operated.
1he dual system plans call for the exten-
sion of this subway from Forty -second
street @t the Grand Central Station, up
Lexington avenue, an East Side thorough-
fare, to the Harlem River as a four track
road. Here the line will divide into two
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where two tracks will diverge 1o Brooklyn
and the other two continue on to the
Battery and a junction with the existing
subway loop under Battery Park. The
two tracks diverging at Park place will
continue through Park pluce under the
Post Office building to Beekman street,
through Beekman street to William street
and down Willlamn street to Old Blip, where
they will enter the tunnel to be built
under the East River to Clark street,

branches, the westerly branch running | an extension will be built through East | out Southern Boulevard and Westchester
Ninety-eighth street to Livonia avenue [ avenue will have three tracks sach, it is

and out Livonia avenue to New Lots road
This extension will e a three track line
From this briel sketch of the

ing subway will more than double

present facilities. By the building of the

Lexington avenue e north of Forty-|ing subway from 150t street out White
second street and joining it to the e: lnnm|| Plains road to 24ist sireet, very near the
nter- | northerly city line,

subway south of that street the

borough will have for operation a com-

pleta four track lino up wad down the | Loes o Che Brous will provide a total of | the dunl sy=tem plans this third track will

The Spirit of New York

Fast Side from Brooklyn Bridge to the
Harlem River. Similarly by building the
SBeventh avenue subway south of Forty-
second street and attaching it to the
existing subway in Broadway north of
that street the company will have a com-
plete West SBide line from Park place to
Ninety-sixth street. Instead of having
four tracks betweerl Hrooklyn Bridge
and Ninety-sixth street, as ut present,
the new system, therefore, will have eight

Brooklyn, and a connection with the ex- | trucks between those points, practically

isting subway near Borough Hall, Brook-
lyn.

be extended out Flathush avenue to

| Lexingron avenus subway alone will more
routes it ! than double the pressnt subway facilities
will be seen that the additions 1o 1ae exisi- |
|
s !

'a duplication of the existing subway.
The subway which now endg at!
Flatbush and Atlantic avenues will also | (he subway have only two tracks each, |‘mpn

In The Bronx the existing branches of |

although in places there arve three tracks,

apparent that these two branches of the |

in The Hronx. In addition, however, the
dual svstem plans call for the extension
of tae Lenox avenue oranch of the exist -

Realty

three track road the three new subway | south to 116th street on the north. Under

nive tracks, as aginst four on the exastng | be extended 1o Batiery pluce on the south
subway, The subway fucilities alone, |and 1o 135th street on the norih, so that
therefore, in that borough will be more | through express service will be |mn-1hln

than trebled for the entire length of the present line,
Extensions to the elevated

important agencies of transportation. At |avenue subway in Jerome avenue, which
present there are two elevated lines on the | will be used jointly by elevated anud guh-
West Side and two on the East Side of | wuy trains. When this is done truvellers
Manhattan. The West Side lines are the lon the West Ride elevated ronds will be
Ninth and Sixth avenue systems. While | enabled to go from downtown Manhatian

| both aré operated from the Battery to the { to Woodlawn road without chiange of cars

Harlem River at 155th street, they are OF the Fast Side elsvaied voads the |

te lines only south of Fifty-third  Second avenne line has no thivd traek
Novth of that point thereure only  whatever  The Third avenoe

mireet Hne has

Eustern Parkway and through Eastern | but for operating purposes they may be three tracks usec in common by trains  third track from Fortvesecomd streei to

Parkway to Buffalo avenue, This will be

& four track road.

considerad two track lines

From Buffalo gvente | line up Jeroine avenue add the new line

As the new l

from both |II‘l(‘H The Ninth avenue line | the Harlem River at 120th street. The
now bas & third track fur express service | necessily for switching express trains to

railroads | In addition the Ninth avenue line will be |
operated by the Interborough Company |connocted at 155th =treet with the pro-
will further amplify the facilities of those | posed elevated branch of the Lexington !

|Public Service Commission Pushing Work
on Entire $360,000,000 Improvement

About Which Centre Hopes of All
Owners

As this also will be a | extending from Christopher atreet on the the locul tracks south of Forty-second is

in Greater City

one of the great defects of present opera-
tion. Under the dual systom this will be
| remedied by the extension of the third
track from Forty-second street down to
Uity Hall.  There will also be a third track
added to the NSecond avenue line for its
entire length below the Harlem River
The Third avenue line will be third tracked
also across the Harlem and as far as Pel-
lhamavenus Anextensionof this line will
#lmo be built from the present terminus
north through Webster avenue to Gun Hill
road and through Gun Hill road to White
Ilains road, where a junction will be made
with the extension of the Lenox avenue
Isubway to 2418t street. This extension,
"like Jerome avenne. will be used jointly by
subway and elevated trains, so that when
the system is completed it will be possible
for a pussenger to travel on the elevated
line or the subway from the Uity Hall to
2=t street without chunge of cars and
for a gingle fare

The Interborough lines will also be
extended into the Borough of Queens,
which up to the present time has never
enjoyed rapid (ransit except such ans is
possible through the Pennsylvania tum-
The city is now building for opera-
| tion by the Interborough, with trackege
rights also to the New York Municipal
| Ruilway Corporation, two jmportant lines
in Queens borough. Both begin at Queens-
horo  Bridge. and one runs  north
through Second avenue to Ditmars ave-
nue, Astoria, and the other through
Roos=evelt avenus to Corona and Flush-
"ing. and exch will be a three track eles
vated railroad.  The Interborough come=
L pany will extend the Second avenue ele-
visted line to und over the Queensboro
Bridge to connect with these new lines,
Lover which it will operate elevated trains
rom the Second avenue system. The
city also i building an extension to the
[ Steinway tunnel from its present terminus
im Long Island Uity to the Queensboro
Bridge plaza Thix extension also will
join the new Queens lines so that the In-
terborough will be enabled to run traios
from the Steinway tunnel to Astoria
and 1o Flushing. The Steinway tunnel
also will he extended on the Manhattan
sidde  throngh Fortv-second  street to
Times Squuare and a junetion with the
existing subway, =0 that eventually it will
he possible for truins ~tarting ot Van
, Cortlandt Park to pass through the Stein-
wav tunoel and over the new lines to

A=torin and Flushing

I e mere statement of the extent 1o
wiiich the Interborough lines are to be
evpanded s sufficient to convinee any
one thut the dual system will work a
revolution in transportation facilities in

teld now ecovered by that system,
cian now prediet the full ex-
it of the benetits which will follow
It will remain for actual operation teo
~liow the degree of benefit which this
great improvement will confer

In the Brooklvn tivld no less of o trafce
revolution will follow the completion of
the dual system This territory is now
rerved mainly by the lines of the Brooklyn
Bapad Transit Company.  This company
tnader the name of the New York Municipal
Rarlway Corporation, has made o contract
with the City of New York to conneoet j1«
easting hines with new lines 1o be il by
the city wnd 1o operate them as one sys-
At present the Brooklvn elevated
ratlroads cover 10 miles of single track,
Under the dual svstem the compuny will
have foraperation dismiles of single track.
e Hrooklvn e tedd roids now enter
Willimshurg Bridge  Under the new NV -

an they wil l have additional entrances
||||‘.||.-|| two new tunnels under the Fast
Riverand over the Manhattan Bridge At
present all sueh lines terminate at the
two bridges named, =0 that pussengers
must pay another fare to reach any othe
part of Manbuttan. The dual system will
provide the Brooklyn company with twao
new subwavs in Manhattan through which
e entiee trafie of the Brooklyn elevated
ratlromds can b distributed without the
paviment of an additional tare, One of
these sithwiys is the Uentre sireet loop
wnd the other the Broadway subway, The
Centre street loop is already completed
from the Muntuttan end of the Brooklyn
Bridge north through Centre street te
Deluneey street extension, and through
belancey street extension to the Willinmse
hurg Bridge, with w spur at Canal street
connecting with the Manhattan Bridge,
Fives spir is now being connected with the
Brooklyn Bridge and will soon be extended
down Napsatl sirest to Broud mireet, and
a connection with the proposed tunnei
the East River from Whitehua!l
streel, Manhuttan, 1o Montagie streei,
Brooklyn, and a connection with the
Fourth avenue subway in Brooklyn,
I'he Broadway subway will also be con-
nected with this tunnel line and will
extend up Trinty place and Church
aiteet 1o Vesey street, through \esey
street 1o Browdway and up Broadway
to Forty -second street ut Times Square
"and thence up Seventh avenue to Fifty-
pinth street  From Canel street 1o
Forty-second strest this subway will be
1« four track road. At Fifty-ninth street
two tracks will terminate and two tracks
will continue eastward through Fifty-
ninth and Sixtieth streeta to ana over tne
Qm-wmimru Bridge and a connection with
the new rapid transit lines in Queens
boroug.

The Centre strevt loop nuhwny is the
first purt of the dunl system to he placed
in operution. Since August 4 last the
Brooklyn company has bLeen operating
all its elevated trains coming from vis
Williameburg Bridge through this sub
way. For this purpose only the tweo
'wu-nto-ri_v tracks in the loop subway are
' being used, und the other two tracks will
retnnin idle untilehe connection with the
Reoohlon Bridge s compleied  The pres
enl operation, however, has greatly re
lievedd the crnsn on the Brooklyn Bridge,
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